
High performance buildings will cut Texans’ energy costs 
and improve building and occupant performance.

Reduce Energy Costs and Increase Energy Effi ciency 
in All Buildings
• Require Texas’ State Energy Conservation Offi ce to regularly 

incorporate into Texas’ building code the latest version of the 
International Energy Conservation Code

• Create a new state interagency Energy Effi ciency Council 
to help coordinate Texas’ state energy effi ciency efforts (HB 
773, Anchia)

Improve the Overall Performance of Texas’ State 
Buildings, Universities & Schools 
• Require state buildings, state universities, and schools to 

meet a nationally recognized green building standard with 
minimum requirements for energy use, natural resource use, 
and indoor air quality.

Promote Renewable Energy for Buildings
• Prohibit homeowner’s association from banning solar panels.

At least 4 bills have been fi led on this topic.
• Allow for net metering so owners of renewable energy 

equipment can get credit for the energy they generate and 
return to the grid

• Create a solar energy incentive that will stimulate Texas solar 
energy creating jobs and cleaner air.

Encourage Rainwater Capture and Use
• Change Texas’ Water Code to allow rainwater for potable 

uses

Join the Texas Green Schools Caucus
• Contact Charlie Leal in Representative Lucio’s offi ce at 

(512) 463-0606 or charlie.leal@house.state.tx.us.
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CHAPTERS

PROGRESS REPORT

Water Conservation for Infrastructure - HB 4
Legislation tied to the 2012 State Water Plan. Requires 
funding for conservation, re-use and education.

STATUS - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR - Effective on 9/1/2013

Water Conservation for Individuals - SB 198
Allow residents of homeowners’ associations the freedom to 
utilize water-efficient landscaping.

STATUS - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR - Effective on 9/1/2013
 

Green Schools - SB 700
Relating to the allocation of certain money in the Texas 
emissions reduction plan fund to fund the energy efficiency 
grant program.

STATUS - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR - Effective on 9/1/2013 
 

PACE - SB 385
Help commercial and industrial building owners afford water 
and energy conservation upgrades to existing buildings via 
property asessments.

STATUS - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR - Effective immediately
The implementation plan for PACE in Texas is being created now. 
If you would like to participate in this please contact David Matiella at 
dmatiella@usgbc-centraltexas.org and 210.872.3003

SB 4, Fraser
HB 4, Ritter
HB 11, Ritter
SB 224, Seliger
HB 227, Larson

SB 198, Watson
HB 449, Dukes
HB 727, Burkett

SB 385, Carona
HB 1094, Keffer

SB 700, Hegar
HB 1182, Kacal
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High performance building is integral to triple 
bottom line solutions that strike a balance between 
environmental, social and economic prosperity.


