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ÁWelcome to the Central Texas Green Schools 
Challenge! 

 

The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) Central Texas - Balcones Chapter 
and the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) challenge your school to form 
a team to green your school. Green team projects can result in lower 
operating costs and will positively impact your students, teachers and 
community forever. Our goal is to empower students and communities to 
be good stewards of their own environments. 
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ÁJoin the Challenge  
 

Are you an ELEMENTARY SCHOOL interested in offering a project-based 
learning experience for your students? 
 

Are you a local Green Building Professional looking for ways to give back in 
your community?   
 

In ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ b²CΩǎ 9Ŏƻ-Schools USA program, the USGBC 
Central Texas Chapter invites you to join the Green School Challenge. This 
program is offered as an after-school program for upper level elementary 
school students. Green Teams may be comprised of solely 4th or solely 5th 
graders or a combination of 4th and 5th grade students.  
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ÁProjects  
 

The USGBC Central Texas Chapter will assign two USGBC Green Mentors 
to each Green Team, who will take the students through the Eco-Schools 
USA Green School curriculum and help the team identify and implement a 
low- or no-cost project to complete by March 7, 2014. The school 
becomes the real live testing ground for content delivered during the 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƻǊ 
resource savings during the project. Each Green Team will submit its 
project by March 7, 2014 in either a 5-minute video or digital presentation 
for judging by an impartial panel. 
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ÁRecognition  
 

USGBC Central Texas will present cash awards and trophies to the top 
elementary schools in North East ISD and Austin ISD. Other cash awards 
and trophies will be presented to schools for high achievement. The 
USGBC Central Texas Green Schools Committee will present awards to 
winning teams at their schools or school board meetings between April 14 
and May 16, 2014. Participating schools will also submit for Bronze level 
or higher national recognition within the NWF Eco-Schools USA system. 
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ÁOverview on the Partner Organizations: 
USGBC CT-B Chapter 
 

The Central Texas ς Balcones (CT-B) Chapter of the U.S. Green Building 
Council (USGBC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to 
influencing green building outcomes in its 72-county region. Specifically, 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ of sustainable building 
and land development practices in Central & South Texas through 
innovation, education, advocacy, and partnerships. 

 

Mission: Accelerating the adoption of sustainable building and land 
development practices in Central & South Texas. 



Central Texas - 
Balcones 

I N  P A R T N E R S H I P 

ÁOverview on the Partner Organizations: NWF 
 

NWF's mission is to inspire Americans to protect wildlife for our children's future. 
To advance that mission, NWF works in 3 main areas: finding solutions to the 
climate crisis, protecting and restoring wildlife habitat, and connecting people of 
all ages with nature. NWF has a long and respected track record in the field of 
environmental education. Our award-winning Ranger Rick magazine has brought 
the wonders of nature to generations of American children, and our highly 
acclaimed NWF Schoolyard Habitats program has helped 5,000 U.S. schools 
since1996 create and use outdoor classrooms to help children learn from the 
natural world. In 2008, NWF was designated as the U.S. host for Eco-Schools, an 
internationally acclaimed Green Schools program that is helping 900,000 
educators in 53 countries advance sustainability and environmental stewardship in 
their schools, while advancing student learning in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM). 
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ÁWhat is Eco-Schools? 
 

Eco-Schools is an internationally acclaimed program that provides a 
framework to help educators integrate sustainable principles throughout 
their schools and curriculum. Started in 1994 by the Foundation for 
Environmental Education (FEE) with support by the European 
Commission, the Eco-Schools program strives to model environmentally 
sound practices, provide support for greening the curriculum and enhance 
science and academic achievement. Additionally, it works to foster a 
greater sense of environmental stewardship among youth.   

 

Eco-Schools is currently being implemented in more than 50 
countries around the world. 

 

http://www.eco-schools.org/
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ÁWhat is Eco-Schools USA? 
 

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 
was granted Eco-School host status for K-
12 schools in the United States in 2008. 
This honor fits seamlessly with NWF's 
work to promote environmental 
education, connect people with nature 
and raise awareness about the threat to 
people and wildlife from global warming.  
Through school-based action teams, Eco-
Schools USA combines effective "green" 
management of the school grounds, the 
facilities and the curriculum. 
 

Over 
2600 

Schools 
in 50 

States & 
DC 

http://www.eco-schools.org/
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ÁHow Will Eco-Schools USA Be Used in the 
Challenge? 
 

In January 2013, the USGBC Central Texas-Balcones Chapter and the 
National Wildlife Federation South Central Regional Office met to discuss 
a partnership opportunity within the Central Texas Green Schools 
Challenge.  NWF offered the materials and resources associated with their 
Eco-Schools USA program, to deliver quality content and information to 
the students involved in the Challenge.  The USGBC further refined the 
program to incorporate these materials, audits, and action plans ς to give 
the students the tools needed to develop their own unique projects to 
incorporate on their individual school campuses.  

 

http://www.eco-schools.org/
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ÁChallenge Overview 
 Green Teams on each campus will 

include 4th and/or 5th grade students.  
Meeting once a week with a USGBC 
mentor volunteerȟ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ content 
based on the Eco-Schools USA 
program. Mentors will help students 
assess the campus and find an 
ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ Ȱ0ÁÔÈ×ÁÙȱ ÕÐÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÏ 
build their projects. Students will 
develop a project to realize 
improvements, perform a post-project 
audit, and document and record their 
findings to submit for an Award. 
 

http://www.eco-schools.org/
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PATHWAYS OF THE ECO-SCHOOLS USA PROGRAM 
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THE CENTRAL TEXAS GREEN SCHOOLS CHALLENGE WILL FOCUS ON THE 
FOLLOWING EIGHT PATHWAYS: 
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Á Eco-Action Team 

Á Pathway Overview Educational Unit 

Á School Assessment/Audit 

Á Action Plan 

Á Monitor/Evaluation 

Á Link to Curriculum 

Á Whole Community Involvement 

Á Eco-Code/Mission Statement 

 

THE CENTRAL TEXAS GREEN SCHOOLS WILL FOLLOW THE BASIC FRAMEWORK OF 
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OUTLINED WITHIN THE ECO-SCHOOLS USA PROGRAM: 
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http:// www.nwf.org/eco-
schools-usa.aspx 

CLICK HERE:  
For Tips, Action Plans, Learning 
Objectives, Resources, Fast 
Facts, Curriculum Connections, 
and Sample Audits 


